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Part D 
 

High Value  Waterways  
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15 Determining High Value Waterways  
 
 

The Victorian River Health Strategy (2002) 

cites four key elements to the management of 

the Stateôs waterways, namely: 
 Protecting rivers that are of highest 

community value from any decl ine in 
condition.  

 Maintaining the condition of ecologically 
healthy rivers.  

 Achieving an óoverall improvementô in the 

environmental condition of the remainder 
of the Stateôs rivers. 

 Preventing damage from future 
management activities.  

Based on the first tw o elements, the following 

waterway  type s were considered to represent 

high value waterways within the Corangamite 
region:  

 Waterways of International, National and 
State Importance;  

 Waterways of Regional Significance; and  
 Ecologically Healthy Rivers.  

 

The f ollowing sections describe these 
waterway types and determine  which 

waterways within the Corangamite region  are 
of high value . 

 
 

 
Ramsar Wetland ï Lake Connewarre  
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16 Waterways of International, National and State 

Importance  
 

 

16.1 International 

Impor tance  
 

Within the Corangamite Region there are a 
number of waterways  of international 

importance under the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands.  This Convention is an inter -

governmental treaty that provides the 
framework for international cooperation for 

the con servation of wetlands, one of the most 
threatened habitats in the world.  There are 

currently 1,150 sites listed under the Ramsar 
Convention.  

 
As a Contracting Party to the Ramsar 

Convention, Australia is required to meet a 
number of obligations including the 

maintenance of the ecological character of its 

Ramsar sites through conservation and wise 
use.  Australia has 57 sites listed under the 

Convention, including 11 sites in Victoria of 
which parts of two are in the Corangamite 

Region, namely:  
 Port Phillip  Bay (Western Shoreline) and 

Bellarine Peninsula ï specifically 
Limeburners Bay and the Bellarine 

Peninsula (extending from Edwards Point 
to Barwon Heads) ; and  

 Western District Lakes ï including Lake 
Corangamite (the largest permanent 

saline lake in Austra lia and the largest 
natural lake in Victoria).  

 
 

16.1.1 Port Phillip Bay (Western 
Shoreline) and Bellarine 
Peninsula  
 
Sites specific to the Port Phillip Bay (Western 

Shoreline) and Bellarine Peninsula Ramsar site 
located in the Corangamite Region include:  

 Point Wilson to Limeburners Bay;  
 Swan Bay; and  

 Lake Connewarre and Reedy Lake.  
 

 

16.1.2 Western District Lakes  
 
The Western District Lakes Ramsar site 

comprises nine separate lakes (covering an 
area of approximately 32,898 ha.), namely:  

 Beeac  
 Bookar  

 Colong ulac  
 Corangamite  

 Cundare  

 Gnarpurt  
 Milangil  

 Murdeduke  
 Terangpom  

 
 

Eight  of the nine lakes lie within the 
Corangamite region, with  Lake Bookar located 

in the Glenelg Hopkins region . 
 

 

16.1.3 Summary  
 

Figure 16.1 details  the location of 
internationally impo rtant waterways in the 

Corangamite region.  
 

 

16.2 National Importance  
 

Within the Corangamite region, the following 
three waterway related themes were identified 

as being important to the nation:  
 Marine Protected Areas ;  

 Wetlands of National Importance; and  
 Nationally Important Aquatic Species.  

 
 

16.2.1 Marine Protected Areas  
 
In June 2002, legislation was passed which 

made Victoria the first jurisdiction in the world 
to establish an entire system of highly 

protected marine protected areas  where 
activities s uch as harvesting, extraction of 

seabed materials, and dumping of waste is not 
permitted.  

 
Within the Corangamite region, the following 

Marine National Parks exist:  
ƀ 12 Apostles (including the tidal reach of 

the Gellibrand River);  
ƀ Point Addis; and  

ƀ Port Phil lip Heads.  
 

Key waterways associated with these Marine 
National Parks include:  

Á Sherbrooke River, Gellibrand River and 
Latrobe Creek (12 Apostles);  

Á Anglesea River and unnamed drainage 
lines (Point Addis); and  

Á Swan Bay, Victoria Lake, Yarram Creek 
and adjace nt tributaries (Port Phillip 

Heads).  
 

In addition  to these Marine National Parks,  the 
following Marine Sanctuaries exist within the 

Corangamite region:  
ƀ The Arches;  

ƀ Marengo Reefs;  
ƀ Eagle Rock (including the tidal reach of 

Painkalac Creek);  
ƀ Point Danger; and  

ƀ Barwon Bluff (including the tidal reach of 
the Barwon River).  

 
Key waterways associated with these Marine 

Sanctuaries include:  
Á Barham River (Marengo Reefs);  

Á Painkalac Creek (Eagle Rock);  
Á Spring Creek (Point Danger); and  

Á Barwon River (Barwon Bluff).  
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Fi gure 16.1 ï Internationally Important Waterways in the Corangamite Region  
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16.2.2 Wetlands of National 
Importance  
 

In addition to the wetlands identified as 

internationally important, the Corangamite 

region has a number of waterways  of National 
importance as described by Environment 

Australia in A Directory of Important Wetlands 
in Australia (2001) .  The wetland  classification 

system used in this directory to determine 
nationally  important wetlands is the same as 

that used by the Ramsar Convention in 
descri bing International importance.  

 
Environment Australia (2001) and DEH 

(~2005) considered the following wetlands 
within the Corangamite  region to be important 

(the list also included the Ramsar site 
wetlands detailed in Section 16.1):  

 Lower Aire River Wetlan ds;  
 Princetown Wetlands ;  

 Cundare Pool/Lake Martin ;  
 Kooraweera Lakes ;  

 Lower Lough Calvert and Lake 

Thurrumbong ;  
 Middle Lough Calvert ;  

 Red Rock Lakes and The Basins ;  
 Stoneyford -Bungador Wetlands ;  

 Upper Lough Calvert ;  
 Lake Wendouree;  

 Wedderin Swamps ; and  
 Aire  River . 

 
 

16.2.3 Nationally Important 
Aquatic Species  
 
Two fish species occurring within the 

Corangamite region are considered important 
at the national level, namely:  

 Australian Grayling; and  
 Yarra Pygmy Perch.  

 
Australian Grayling  

The Australian Grayling  (Prototroctes 

maraena ) is classified as threatened in 
Victoria.  Furthermore, the species is listed as 

óVulnerableô nationally (DEH) and is listed as a 
protected species under the Environment 

Protection and Biodi versity Conservation Act 
1999 .  

 
Australian Grayling have been recorded in the 

following river reaches (sources: Koehn et al , 
1990 p38 and Tunbridge et al , ~2005):  

 Aire River  
 Barham River  

 Barwon River  
 Carisbrook Creek  

 Cumberland 
River  

 Erskine River  
 Gellibrand River  

 Kennett River  
 Skenes Creek  

 Wild Do g Creek  
 Wye River  

 

Yarra Pigmy Perch  

Yarra pigmy perch ( Nannoperca obscura ) is 
classified as threatened in south -eastern  

Australia.  This species is classified as óLower 
risk ï near threatenedô in Victoria and is listed 

on the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Ac t 1988 .  
Furthermore, the species is listed as 

óVulnerableô nationally (ANZECC 2000) and is 

listed as a protected species under the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 .  (Zampatti et al  2002 

p6)  
 

Yarra Pigmy Perch have been record ed in the 
following waterway s (sources: Zampatti, 

2001, Zampatti et al , 2000, Saddlier, 2004 
unpublished ):  

 Barwon River (Murgheboluc);  
 Gnarkeet Chain of Ponds;  

 Penny royal Creek;  
 Thompson Creek;  

 Waurn Ponds Creek;  
 Curdies River (mid reaches);  

 Woady Yaloak R iver (upper reaches).  
 

Of these waterways , Saddlier (2004 
unpublished) ranked the following as high 

priority for protection:  
 Thompson Creek;  

 Waurn Ponds Creek; and  
 Curdies River (mid reaches).  

 
 

16.2.4 Summary  
 

Figure s 16.2 , 16.3 and  16.4  detail the locati on 
of nationally important waterways in the 

Corangamite region.  
 

 

16.3 State Importance  
 

 

16.3.1 Heritage Rivers  
 
A key statewide  target of the Victorian River 

Health Strategy (2002) is for ñall Heritage 
Rivers to be maintained at least to their 

current co ndition and their Heritage River 
values protectedò. 

 
In June 1987, the State government directed 

the Land Conservation Council (LCC) to 

conduct a special investigation of the scenic, 
recreational, cultural and ecological values of 

Victoriaôs rivers and streams and to make 
recommendations on the use of these rivers 

and how their identified values could be 
protected.  

 
Seventeen ñVictorian Heritage Riversò were 

identified from the investigation as having 
outstanding values that required protection for 

current and future generations.  A 35km reach 
(or corridor) of the Aire River from Hopetoun 

Falls Scenic Reserve to the ocean was one of 
the rivers identified, and the only one 

identified within the Corangamite Region.  
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Figure 16.2 ï Nationally Important Wate rways in the Corangamite Region ï Marine Protected Areas  


