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Happy winter! For some of dine both Matt and
|, the E&uaryWatch Coordinators, took some
annual leave (we both migrated north) and
unfortunately some sick leave too! Regardless
of the cold weather EstuaryWatchers have been
diligently collecting data — it’s so much more
rewarding to collect now than in the sunny
summer months don’t you think?
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NEWS & UPCOMING

Having a gander at the EstuaryWatch
Database

The EstuaryWatch database
www.ccma.geomatic.com.au is a fabulous
resource. Worldwide, anyone can access
information on an estuary on a particular
monitoring day, make comparisons over time
and also between egtuaries.

Therefore, it is SO IMPORTANT to make sure
you upload your data ASAP after you collect it
and to make sure it is correctly entered! You
have spent all that valuable time collecting the
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data so make sure it is utilised. Matt has spent
time with some of you on database training
recently, but if you have any quegtions please
do give us a call and ask.

In the coming months we will be spending time
and effort analysing the data on the database
(see EPA Draft WQ Guidelines article on page
3) — soif you have any data which has not yet
been uploaded please get cracking on it!!
Some groups have not uploaded data since last
October!! If all Team Leaders could make an
effort to make sure your team has entered all
their data that would be a huge help.

Take 5 minutes yourself to have a look through
the graphing section of the website. There’s
nothing more satisfying than seeing data that
YOU have collected represented on the screen.
This is an easy way to see any changes or
trends. In the coming month a new summary
graph will be added to the website so keep
your eye out for that.



Whoooooooaaahhhh!

Is that a sound you have made whilst
monitoring your estuary lately, as you slipped
and slided on the muddy bank? Hopefully not!!
During June | completed my Senior FHrst Aid
Training Refresher Course which was atimely
reminder that safety is so important all year
round. For all volunteers take 5 minutesto
review the Safety and Operating Procedures for
EstuaryWatch which can be found on page 12
in your Monitoring Manuals. \Particularly:

If any of your contact or health details
have changed — let us know!

Remember to undertake a quick risk
assessment of your monitoring site
EVERY time before you monitor. AND if
something poses arisk to your safety —
alert the EstuaryWatch Coordinator and
do not monitor there until safe to do so.
Read over the general tipsfor safety in
your manual. Through the winter
months be particularly aware of slips and
falls on wet ground and wearing clothes
to protect you from wet weather.

Meter Servicing
During June all EstuaryWatch Monitoring kit

water quality meters were serviced
professionally which is an annual requirement
of the EstuaryWatch Data Confidence Pan.
This means we can have confidence in the
information the meters are gathering and that
they are operating correctly. Matt returned all
the metersto all team’s kits last week so enjoy
your newly tuned up meters! The meterswere
generally in good condition which is a
testament to the care you have all taken with
them —so thankyou for that. They are
expensive and by nature sensitive equipment so
please continue to handle with care. If any
other parts of your kits need fixing or replacing
please let us know.

Barwon EstuaryWatch Group

The Barwon EguaryWatch group has
unfortunately lost a number of members
throughout the last year and a few members
are away overseas for the winter months. This
puts a bit of grain on the group to keep up
with gathering data. If you know of anyone
who may like to join the Barwon Group please
do give us a call.

The Barwon EstuaryWatch Group keeping
an eye on their estuary.

Quality Control/Quality Assurance
EstuaryWatch volunteers are regularly required

to undertake QA/QC tegting with an
EstuaryWatch Coordinator. This is another
keystone to ensuring the data we gather is as
accurate and as useful as possible. It's also
designed to help all volunteers improve their
monitoring skills. Matt has undertaken QA/QC
testing with Soring Creek & Painkalac Creek
groups recently. QA/QC for the Anglesea,
Gellibrand & Barwon has yet to be conducted.
If you haven’t undertaken testing yet please
contact usas it isimportant.



EPA Draft WQ Guidelines

The Victorian Environment Protection Authority
(BPA) have released the document Draft
Evironmental Water Quality Guidelines for
Victorian Rverine Estuaries. This is great news
for everyone interested in Victorian estuaries as
this document, when finalised, will provide a
way of assessing the environmental condition
of estuaries

In short, what this meansis that the guidelines
describe the values (such as dissolved oxygen)
of reference eguaries and these can be used as
an indicator for assessment of other estuaries —
such as our estuaries here in the Corangamite
region that EstuaryWatchers monitor!

Over the coming months we will be working
closely with the BPA to have alook at how our
estuaries measure up against the Draft
Guidelines. This will be utilising the
EstuaryWatch data we have gathered to date —
another great reason to ensure your data
makes it into the database soon!

You can find the guidelines at http:/
epanote2.epa.vic.gov.au/EPA/publications. nsf/
PubDocslLU/1284?0penDocument

EEMSS Workshops

The Estuary Entrance Management Support
System provides a detailed decision making
framework specifically for artificial estuary
mouth openings. Rhys Collins, the Estuary
Project Officer from the CCMA will be running
a series of EEM SS Community Workshops
throughout 2009. The months set for each
workshop are asfollows:

August—Painkalac Creek Estuary
August—Barham River Estuary
September—Curdies Rver Eguary
October—Thompson Creek Estuary
November—Aire Rver Estuary

For more information contact Rhyson
rhys.collins@ccma.vic.gov.au or on 5224 9403.

tween January and March 2009

An example of what you can find out on the EstuaryWatch Online Database. The below graph was
exported from the database and clearly shows a halocline with freshwater sitting on top of very salty
water close to seawater levels on the bottom of the estuary at this site:

Salinity Results from EstuaryWatch Monitoring Site G2: Old Coach Road Bridge Princetown be-




